GEORGE FOX
of America. Charles tried to crush the Puritan move-
ment with the inevitable result: it prospered the more.
His efforts only led to the outbreak of civil war in 1642
and the loss of his own head in 1649. By this time
most of the various religious sects had joined with the
Puritans in their effort to purge the country of political
abuse and religious tyranny.1
His Home and School Into these times George Fox
was bora at Fenny-Drayton, a hamlet of the midlands
of England, in 1624. His home was neither well-to-do
nor poor* Of his parents he writes In his autobiog-
raphy :
My father's name was Christopher Fox; he was by
profession a weaver, an honest man; and there was a
Seed of God in Mm. The neighbors called him right-
eous Christopher. My mother was an upright woman;
her maiden name was Mary Lago, of the family of the
Lagos, and of the stock of the martyrs.
Whenever Fox mentions his mother in his journals, the
reference is affectionate. He gives also this testimony
to the moral quality of his home:
In my very young years I had a gravity and stayed-
ness of mind and spirit not usual in children. ... When
I came to eleven years of age I knew pureness and
righteousness; for while a child I was taught how to
walk to be kept pure.
1 For a somewhat fuller description of the times see the sketches
<m Cromwell and Milton in Volume H of this series.
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